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= 0 Un ent, | Mc 1 Tiive. 
Can you ſpare this.Even- 
ing? 4 ſhould be glad to 
talk with you upon ſome 


2 FAIR you have teln ad- 
- yanced. : me” 
ve. With all my Heart, | re 
* N. Before we be gin, I think it proper a 


chi Per dn ſopld rake doen what wo tally 

in writing to prevent. any Miſtakes that eher 

of 1 2255 lake hereafter. 1 
=, But I ware N a Copy of it. 
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Dx. 1. am Gy ou have, | chit . TIO 
ive broke our cee for Jam come wit 


a pure Deſign to convince you of 8525 hete 
ox Notions you- have imbibed, and if 1 ga m7 
chat Point I have my End. —— 

The Method of convincing me by Ar- 
gument is ſo worthy of the Chriſtian Name, 
that I cannot forbear thinking this to be the 
likelieſt Method to bring me to a publick Re- 
cantation of what You are pleaſed to call my 
heterodox Not ions. 1 

Dr. Fire and Sword, Perſdcutloni ahd Im- 
priſonment convince none, and ought not to be 
voy but in the moſt deſperate Caſes, , 

a 1 f . you mean when Argument fails, 
it 10 lawful then to fly to the ſecular Arm. 

| De. It ma be 85 0 r Remedies, leſt the 

ö Cats of "Rel j gion Pate uffer in 5 Minds of - 
2the'Vulgar. 07 1 © 

N pprene he that my CET is not of this 
Nature. I hope there are Men, who, without 
the Help of the ſecular Power: ate capable of 
Tefuring my Notions, and ſo fully expole me to 
hg As Cnfte of the whole World. 

Dr. I am certain there are; But then it does 

| not follow that you will liſten to their Admoni- 
tions, and recant your Oration: For to be plain 
| with you, I think you ought to recant it, be- 

| cauſe the Doctrines contained in it ate contrary 
to Truth, ſubverſive of Chriſtiapity, deſtructive 


of Morality, reflective on the Clergy, Wh abu- 
eh of the Me/aic Inſtitution. f oh 
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I. A heavy Charge indeed: But pray, Doctor, 
lets hear how you, prove this dreadful Accuſa: 
tion. 
Dr. Vou ſay, that this Earth is Hell, fot 
which there is no Proof in Scripture, and chere 
fore this is contrary to Truth. 

I. Doctor, I thought you would have ne 
with the DoQrine of the Plurality of Wor ds 3 
becauſe you ſay the Doctrines RATE? in my 
Oration are contrary to Truth. Pray is that 
Doctrine contrary to Truth? 

Dr. It muſt be confeſs'd, that there are mas 
ny Orbs, which our Saviour calls Manfiorts. 

I. Then my firſt Head may pals, 5 : 

Dr. Only. I chick you might have cxprefed 
yourſelf Wich more Reſpe& for our firſt Refor- 
mers, and for the preſent Clergy than you have 
done, 

I. That is Matter of Ceremony only, the 
Doctrine is Fact. We are come to the ſecond 
Head. Now, Doctor, what ſay You to that? 

D. We ered it, and allow, that 
there was a War in Heaven, and that Luci ſel 
and his Angels were expelled for their Rebel- 
lion. But I no where read, that God the Fa- 
ther proclaimed the Eternal Word his Equal, 
and, that that was Cauſe of their Apoſtacy, or 
the Beginning of their Defection. : 

J. I cannot help that, *tis Your Fault not 
mine. Shall we turn to the Scriptures I have 
cited on this Occafion, and confider them. Or 
be pleaſed to ſhew what was the Cauſe of 


this 
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| this Rebellion, if what I have aſſigned be not 
| the Cauſe thereof. 
| 


| Dr. The Story, as you have ſet it down, 


| ſeems ſomewhat plauſible, but that does not 
| make it Fact. 
T. Allowed: But, Door, 1 hope you are not 
| i an Arian. 
| | Dr. I aſſure you, Sir, I am not. If what 5 
| you have ſaid be Truth, I think you have done 
| Fo uſtice. 
| hen it lies now upon you to prove ſome 
| ore Cauſe of this their Apoſtacy, _ 
Dr. The Learned have determined i it 10 be 
ſpiritual Pride. 
J. So do l. 
Dr. But they do not fix their crime to this 
or that particular Act. 
J. Is that an Argument why I ſhould not, 
| fince I have ſufficient i 4 for ſo doing. 
Let me ask, as you have allowed there was 
ſome Cauſe of their Rebellion, whether That 
J have aſſigned is nor ſcriptural, whether God 
the Father did not reveal 'the Eternal Word his 
Equal to the Angels, and whether a third Part 
of the Angels did not oppoſe it. 
Dr. All this might be: But I am not as yet 
convinced that it happened thus. * 
J. We turn to the Bible, I hope that will de- 
cide the Controverſy. | 
Dr. Yes. ws 3 
I. The Words are, Rev. xi. 15. And there 
were great Voices in Heaven, Saying, The . 
oms 
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EPI 
doms of this World are become the Kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Chrift, and he ſhall reign 
for ever. Now view p. 9, 10. of the Oration 
ſupported by the Texts in the Margin, and ſee 
whether there is not ſufficient Ground for the 
Proclamation, or Declaration, I have there in- 
1 | « ferted. This Declaration being made, the hea- 
venly Hoſt declare their Subjection to it, v. 16. 
And, ver. 17. the Text ſays, The Nations were 
angry. Now, Dr. what will you make of all 
this; but that theſe great Voices declared ſome- 
thing not till then fully revealed ro the An- 
gels, that the Kingdoms, Manſions or Territo- 
ries of Heaven were equally the Property of the 
Eternal Word, as of God the Father ; that the 
Angels were divided hereon, and in Reſpect to 
the Godhead and Supremacy of God the Word, 
one Part of them were obedient to Him, whilſt 
the others were diſobedient. I think we may, 
the better to carry on our Diſcourſe, diſtin- 
guiſh them thus, the Obedientes, all thoſe who 
wned the Supremacy of God the Word, and 
Diſobedientes, all thoſe who rebelled againſt 
im. e ; 
Dr. I approve the Diſtinction: But pray tell 
us what the Obedientes (as you term them) ſaid 
on this Occaſion. WE hy 
J. The Words are: We give thee Thanks, O 
Lord God Almighty, which art, and waſt, and 
art to come; becauſe thou ba taken to thee thy 
great Power, and haſt reigned. i B68, 
Dr. How do you underſtand this? ? 
= J. Thus: 


| KEE and to God the Word, becauſe a 


J. Thus: The Obedientes give Thanks-to G 


Power i. e. ſome Power or Authority] uſurpe 
by ſome great Angel was at this Time taken 
from him. 

Dr. It is a natural as well as literal Con- 
cluſion, and I confeſs, that I never thought till 
now the Sin of the Diſobedientes, ag you call 
them, was Arianiſin. 

I. Sa, Doctor, you now ates me theſe Four 


Things: 1. That a Declaration was made in 


Heaven, as, Rev. xi. 5. 2. That hereon the, 
Obedientes rejoyced. 3. That the Di/obedientes, 
were angry, and conſequently factious. And, 

That there was War in Heaven hereon. 

Dr. You. have proved theſe Things from 
Scripture; ; beſides 1 allow'd there; was War in 
Heaven : Burt you have nor as yet anſwered my, 
Queſtion concerning, this Globe's being Hell, T 


have ſaid ir cannot be proved from Scripture. 


I. Doctor, Pray can it be proved from Na- 
ture and Reaſon. | | 
Dr. I doubt it. You here ask a Queſtion 1 
am not prepared to anſwer. | 

I. That is as much as to ſay, 1. cd che 
A not Reaſon or Nature. | 

Dr. Not ſo faſt, I have ſtudied both. 

I. Lam glad of. it. What I underſtand: by 


the Word Hell is only this; viz... the Place in- 


ferior. either in Situation, or Dignity, or both 
to the Heavenly Regions. Into this infernal 


1 * call a I ſay, the Diſ 


obedi entes 
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obedientes were caſt, And the great Dragon was 
caſt out into the Earth, and his Angels with him. 
Now, Doctor, I ask, whether this is not the 
Earth 'we now inhabit into which they were 
caſt? F 
Dr. I allow it. Though they were caſt into 
this Earth, yet it does not follow, that Hell is 
here; becauſe St. Peter ſays, The Angels which 
kept not their Principality, God hath reſerved 
unto Fudgment, by which I underſtand ſome di- 
ſtint Place, or at leaſt the Centre of the 
Earth.. 3 
IJ. I know learned Men have imagined Hell to 
be in the Centre of our Globe. But can you 
ſay, Doctor, that the Diſ#bedientes are confined 
to that Place, when it is plain from ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture that they have been frequent- 
ly upon the Earth. i N 
Dr. I cannot ſay it; nay, I muſt fo far allow 
your. Aſſertion as to ſay, That they may have 
been puniſhed upon the Earth before its For- 
mation out of Chaos, and that they inhabit 
ſome Part of this Globe; but this they may do 
and yet not enjoy ſuch Privileges as you ert, 
Oration, p. 24. © to be imbodied, and thereby 
e impriſoned for their Crime, ſubjected to 
* Death for their Rebellion, that they might 
* herein come to a Senſe of their Guile, with- 
<« ſtand the Temprations of the Dragon, be pu- 


T rified as far as poſſible in this Globe, and af- 


« terwards .be admitted into Places of greater 
“ Perfection and Attainment, z.e. the Manſions 
err en 

r B J. But 


N 


But, Doctor, could not you wiſh that 
8 Diſobedientes might be afforded the Means 
of Reconciliation through Puniſhment for their 
Crimes, and through future Obedience. If their 
Crime was Arianiſin, i. e. fpiritual Pride, might 
it not be forgiven ? Think ſeriouſly I beg, and 
ſuppole yourſelf one of the Number of theſe 
unhappy Beings, would you not be willing to 
be pardoned thy Sin? 

Dr.. To ſpeak freely, I muſt own, that it 


Would pleaſe me, they ſhould be ſaved as well 


as Men: But I N ory that they will be 
punjſhed for infinite, Ages in God's Compre- 
henſion, | becauſe they. ſinned againſt perfect 
Knowledge. 

J. Then you never obſerved, that as ſoon as 


) Lucifer and his Angels were caſt out of Heaven 


into chis Earth, this Decree paſs'd in their Fa- 
vour, Now is come Salvation and Strength, and 
the Kingdom of our God, and the Power of. his 
Chriſt, This muſt relate to the Diſobeatentes, 
and to their unhappy State; becauſe it could 


not relate to thoſe who kept their Principality; 


they. did not need Salvation and Srrengen, but 


the Dilebedentes wanted both. 


Dr. Shew me the Paſſage. SWINE 

J. Here it is, ver. 10, of Rev, xii. immedi- 
ately after ver. . where it is ſaid, And the 
Dragon was caſt out into the Earth, and his An- 
gels were caſt out with him. It follows, And 
T heard. a loud Voice ſaying, Now is come Salvoa- 
tion and Strength, 4 the Kingdom of our God, 
and the Power of hisC bit. 
| Dr. Thus 


(11) 

Dr. Thus-you endeavour to prove, that the 
Souls of Men are the very apoſtate Angels, I 
confeſs your generous Principle of deſiring their 
Reconciliation and Redemption is commenda- 
ble, though I think vain, and to ſuppoſe; that 
we are the Diſobedientes is what as yet I cannot 

| allow. . 
| J. But, Doctor, ſuppoſe it were ſo, where 
would the Harm of it be? Will any Detriment 
hereby accrue to God, or to Ourſelves, by ſup- 
pohing us to be the Diſobedientes? ſince You al- 
ow we are in a lapſed State. You have ſaid 
this Doctrine is contrary to Truth, and I ſup- 
poſe you think ſubverſive of Chriſtianity too. 
But how do you prove it? 1 
Dr. It is certainly contrary to Truth, though 
I allow it might agree with ſome Principles of 
Chriſtianity, as the- Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God, Charity, &c. But yet I defy you to ſhew 
one Scripture out of the Four Evangeliſts, that 
teaches that we are the Diſobedientes, and ſo 
confequently pre-exiſtent to our Bodies. 
J. What is that of St. Jobn, He came to his 
own, and his own received him not ; but unto as 
many as received him, to them gave he Power to 
become Sons of God. He came to H:s Own, 1. e. 
thoſe whom he created of old, the Diſabedi- 
entes, who rebelled againſt him; many of whom 
Would not liſten to the Overtures 1 
but to as many as heard his ſalvifick Voice with 
Joy and Gladneſs they have the Power to be- 
come Sons of God, 1. e. have Power to become 
Obedientes, and to regain the Height from 
9 | 2 Wwhence 


2 
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whence fallen. Now, Doctor, if the Creation 


of Souls is a daily Work, and conſequently an 
innumerable Company muſt have been made 
ſince the Period of Chriſtianity, then how does 
Chriſt come to theſe his own ? Is it not more 
rational to aſſert, ſince it is agreeable to the 
Deſign and Scope of theſe. Words, that all His 
Own, was then in Being, either in the Fleſh, 
or out of the Fleſh: And thus properly Chriſt 
came to all His Own, and to as many as hear 
him, they will be ſaved. Beſides, I apprehend 
that it is a ſubſtantial Argument for the Pre- 
exiſtence of the Soul, that ir will, all agree, 


ſurvive the Body, and be immortal. But if it 


could once be proved, that the Soul doth not 
exiſt after the Death of the Body, it would be 
a potent Argument in my Opinion to confute 
my Hypotheſis. n 

Dr. It will never be allowed by any Man, in 
his Senſes, that the Soul dies with the Body, 
and I own my Judgment favours its Pre- exi- 
ſtence. But then this new Doctrine of the 


Apoſtate Angels being the Souls of Men ſtartles 


me. "I 
I. I believe it is its ſeeming Novelty, and not 
the Doctrine, or its Reaſonableneſs, which you 
are offended at. But let me obſerve, . that the 
Words cited from John teach, that all thoſe of 
the Diſebedientet, who have ſince the Period of 
Chriſtianity, and who at this Day receive the 
Precepts of the Eternal Word, do leave the State 
and Quality of the Diſebedientes, and eee 
| 3 N i 4 > | , : . ns- 


._ 
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Sons of God, 7.e. are in the Way to attain Hea- 
ven, or the Principalities they loſt. ö 
Dr. Then ſuch are no longer of the Num- 
ber or Company of the Diſobedientes, but are of 
the Number and Fellowſhip of the Obedientet. 
I. Moſt certainly. 2g 
5 Dr. This clears your Point very much. And 
therefore according to you, thoſe who are Obe- 
dientes under the Goſpel Diſpenſation are not 
Devils, are not Apoſtate Angels, are not Di- 
obedientes. airs | i 

I. True, Doctor. | 
Dr. Indeed, at firſt Sight, I thought you had 
made Devils of us all; but now I am ſomewhat 
reconciled to this Doctrine. However, I think 
it better to be made Matter of Private Specula- 
tion, than Publick Doctrine. | g 
J. That is your Opinion, not mine: I think 
a Doctrine ſo plainly laid down in the Goſpel 
muſt be intended for a Publick Doctrine, and 
not a private Amuſement. For pertinent to 
my Hypotheſis I remember, that Chriſt is ſaid 
to preach or proclaim Salvation and Redemp- 
tion to the Spirits in Priſon, which muſt mean 

the Diſobedientes. LEA ak, 

„ De. I am almoſt led to think fo too. | 
I. For if Chriſt. preached Salvation and Re- 
demption to the Spirits, (i. e. the D//obedrentes) 
in Priſon, they certainly. muſt have a Right to 
Salvation and Redemption, and this is all my 
Doctrine contends for, by proving that God the 
Word offered to theſe Spirits the Overtures of 
the Goſpel. * And therefore I hope you will 
St allow 


£014) | 
allow that my Notion of - the Souls of Men be- 
ing the Apoſtate Angels, is not contrary to 
Scripture, and upon that Account not ry 
to Reaſon and Truth. 

Dr. I never thought, Sir, tak Proofs 10 
be brought from Scripture to prove your Hypo- 
theſis, you have alledged. And to be candid, 
I. confeſs, that though your Doctrine is contrary 
to the common Notions of Chriſtians at this 
Day; yet they ſeem to have been Part of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity. And I now think that 

_ Obſervation of yours ſome what juſt, viz. [ Oræt. 
Pref. p..viii.] © It will be convenient fer every 
« Man to conſider its Reaſonableneſs, which if 
* he ſhould do, without Prejudice to the Ora- 
« tion, or to its Author, I am perſuaded, he 
« will from himſelf, and his own Obſervations, 
« find ſome Arguments to ort my Hypo- 
e theſis.” But ſtill, 1 hs ods Xo ; 0 
your Doctrines will be deſtructive of Morality. 

J. How do you mean, Doctor? Will they 
occaſion thoſe that are good to leave and fo 
ſake the Paths of Religion and Holineſs? _ 

Dr. I hope not. 

I. Have not I poſitively aſſerted and 2 
in my Oration, that only thoſe who are good, 
and obedient to God, and Acknowledgers of his 
Supremacy. over them, receiving. the Overtures 
and glad Tidings of Salvation, and acting res- 
able; thereto, will be admitted into Heaven? 

Dr. True: But then you ſay, that God open- 
ed a Diſpenſation of F and that we 
MAPS the Apoſtate Angels have, the. TON or 


ower 
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Power of actuating Bodies at different Times 
during that Period. 5 

I. I do ſo: and a rational Doctrine it is; be- 
cauſe it ſhews plainly the Goodneſs and Mercy 
of God. 1. Here are ſo many Opportunities of 
returning to Heaven hereby. 2. I look upon 
this to be nothing, but what we ourſelves al- 
ways do ; for Inſtance: Your Son has offended 
you, you will afford him ſeveral Days or Times 
ro ſee his Error, and repent. 3. It is certainly 
better to ſtand ſeveral Chances of attaining Hap- 
pineſs, than one only. | 

Dr. This Doctrine it is thought will encou- 
rage Sinners to proceed in their evil Ways. 

J. Every Man who has the Salvation of his 
Soul at Heart will lay hold of his preſent Incor- 
poration to fit and prepare himſelf for the hea- 
venly Manſions: for in all ſecular Affairs of 
Gain and Profit Men generally lay hold of the 
preſent Time, and the ſame Way of Action is 
as reaſonable in reſpect to heavenly Things, 
and ought to be followed. , 

Dr. I am of your Opinion that Sin ſhould be 
repented of preſently. | 

J. So far we agree. And, I ſay, there is as 
great an Argument to be drawn from my Doctrine 
to prove the Neceſſity of receiving the Over- 
tures of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, whilſt a Man 
is now incorporate, as there is from yours, only 
with this Difference, Your's I term ſcarecrow, 
but mine generous. Now, let me ask, whether 
Morality is not deſtroyed already? What is it 
_ Which corrupts the Morals of All? Is 1 —4 

41 | 9 alls, 
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| Balls, Plays, Maſquerades, Opera's, Ballads, 
Books of Love Intrigue, Fables, Hiſtories of 
| Thefts, Evil Converſation and bad Company, 
&c. the bad Examples of great Men, and the 
wicked Lives of too many of our Clergy, who 
by their Actions declare, that they do not believe 
thoſe grand Truths it is their Duty to teach. 
| Theſe Things, Doctor, are deſtructive of Mo- 
| rality, and the Cauſes of the Sinfulneſs of our 
Age; the Source of Infidelity, Atheiſm, Scep- 
ticiſm and open Prophaneneſs. Let a Man em- 
| brace the Opinion I hold, and he will ſoon.ſee, 
what an abſolute generous Neceſſity there will 
be incumbent on him, to live holy and virtu- 
ous, doing good, and of attaining the beſt Ideas 
and moſt worthy Apprehenſions of God he is 
capable. He will then ſee perfectly, that it is 
for his own Good, ſo to act in this Life as will 
fit him for the Manſions of Bliſs after Death. 
He will find himſelf not compelled hereto, from 
any other Conſideration than his own future 
Good, Joy and Tranquility. Thus left to his 
own free Choice, he does not ſeek to invalidate 
the Commands or Precepts of God as tyranni- 
cal Maxims, but receives them as ſo many mer- 
ciful Directions how he ſhall attain that Prin- 
cipality in Heaven, he had by his Rebellion loſt. #4 
And now I ask, Is it in the Power of Man to 
act both Good and Evil? . 
Dr. Our Tenth Article ſays, it is not in our 
Power to do Good. 1 | 4h 
J. I underſtand che Article to ſay, that Man 
was not capable of returning to God n,. 
N ; 18 
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„ 
is Grace, i. e. his Good Will. Whoſe Good 
Will hereto we all have received by the Com- 
ing of Chriſt. Therefore now it is in our 
Power to do Good, i. e. to attain Heaven. 
Dr. So then according to you, the Period of 
e Goſpel Diſpenſation, is the Period of God's 
ood Will, or Free Will, towards Us, that we 
may herein gain ſuch a Degree of Perfection 


NN fit Us for the Manſions of Bliſs. 
I. You underſtand me right. 
Dr. I cannot fee much Harm in ſuch an 


Opinion, Blk. it, is a Way of Thinking I am 
at acqupeamred „„ 1 OG {/- 
I. Doctrines when they make their firſt Ap- 

y 


earance.,: will not only be cenſured mere 
xecauſe they are novel, and therefore not ſo 
eaſily to be underſtood, but alſo becauſe ſome 
cannot, and others will not give themſelves Time 
ſl riouſly and without Prejudice to reflect on 
them. I remember, when I ſpoke my Oration 
at Feyners- Hall; one ſaid I was an Atheiſt,” ano- 
ther a Blaſphemer, only, becauſe it was what 
they had EN % before, And ſome of 
your Order, Poctor, report, that I am mad. 
Dre, So I beard: but this I will ſay in your 
Behalf, You are are far from being an Atheiſt, 
becauſe you affert very ſtrongly the Being of a 
God; 55 from being a Blaſphemer, becauſe 
you ſpeak every Thing that is juſt and honou- 
rable of your Creator; and as for the laſt Re- 


* 


Vw Port, 3 is, 1 am ſure, a downright Falſity. 


ofor, I believe ſome of your Order 


__ _ think chis the beſt Way of reſuting my Hypo- 
1 - 8 ; 


theſis: 


| 
| 


ſhall, after the Day o 
Wicked, will be material. 
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theſis, at leaſt they judge it will fave them the 
Trouble of Writing. But It, Is very baſe and 
diſingenuous Uſage. 
Dr. It is not a generous Way of Action; but 
don't get us dwell here. "Notwithſtanding Men 
have ſo many Opportunities of attainin "Bic 


you ſay, the future wür of the! Jamned 


will 10. be infinite. {$6 
J. Not infinite in God's Somptedelget. = 
Dr. But that a ſecond Means may be afford- 
ed them of Salvation. A generous Doctrine 
indeed! Good Men may wiſh it true; for he 
who is really good, will deſire the Salvation of 
All. But i 4 is the Opinion of us the Clergy, 
that Men are more acted by material cndſeſs 
Puniſhments, than they” can be by finite imma-' 
rerial Puniſhments, becauſe they are more ea. 
pable of comptehending the One, than the 
Other. And hence it is ſaid, that God has 
pronounced theſe Puniſhments on Purpoſe to 
deter Men from Sin. 20 
IJ. Whatever prieſtly Art or Policy may have 
been invented to ferye ſuch Ends, (or other Ends 
rather) is not to the Peint. But ſhew me, Dr. 
in either of the Evangeliſts one Expreſſion of- 
our Saviour's, which ſays, that the Fire which. 
75 Judgment, puniſh the 


Dr. I will, Luke xvi. 23. Our Lord Ways, char 
Dives in Heli did liſt up bis Eyes being in torments. 
J. You allow this to be a Patz Say ing. 

Dr. I do: But yet it proves the Hauch 
of Hell-Torments. | 


. 
, i} . | ; . 1% ” 4% 4 G3 1 The 
0 — 


. 


© . The Text ſays, Dives was in Hell, 1. e. in 
this Region, the Earth. And therefore I allow 
that as e Was in this Globe he was puniſhed 
materially. But this is not the Queſtion: It is, 
Whether the Puniſhments of future Time, when 
this World ſhall become a Chaos, will. be mate- 
rial? Can you prove it? 

Dr. Theſe ſhall go away into Bternal Puniſh- 
ment: Depart from me, ye Curſed, into Everlaſi- 
ing Fire. Where Puniſhment and Fire have by 
all Learned Men been thought to ſignify Mate- 
Tiality of future infinite Torments. 

J. I am. not of your Opinion; for Eternal 
Puniſhment may ſignify, Eternal immaterial Pu- 
niſhment, and ſo Eternal immaterial Fire: So, 
accordin Aube the Greek, At the End 
of this W when it ſhall again become 
Chaos, thoſe no have not attained ſuch Per- 
fections the Diſpenſation of the Period of the 
Goſpel requires, will then be puniſhed in this 
Globe immaterially for an Age: And, the Re/t 
of the Dead lived not. Gain, till the 7. bouſand 
Years 'were finiſhed. ag 6 

Dr. Your Criticiſm on *Aravior is in my Opi- 
nion juſt, hut nat agreeable to the common Ac- 
ceptance of the Word. However, I confeſs, it is 
a pleaſing Idea, that after the Puniſhment of an 
Age, or decreed Time, thoſe, who ſhall now 
have ſinned away their Day of Incorporality, 
will, after that Period is ended, have ſome 
other Means of Salvation granted chem. 

2 get Doctor, to your own Conſcience 
and [Jud ment, and ask. Whether you have al- 
1 ways 


oy 
ways thought the Puniſhment of Sin infinite in 
God's: Co prehenſſo nn 
s not. n 
J. 8o far as we have proceeded, I judge, that 
you ſeem to allow, that the Doctrines I have 
advanced may, in regard of their Veracity, ſtand 
good; but yet you are ſomewhat apprehenſive, 
that ill Uſe may be made of them by Perſons 
inclined to be profligate.” et, et, 


© % 


| 
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De. This was my Fear, bu: thoſe who. are 
inclined to be wicked, or through bad Company 
are engaged in a Courſe of Sin, 1 find daily (in 
the Exerciſe of iny Function) excuſe their A- 
mendment, by and from the Doctrine of Re- 
pentance. Which, I venture to fay, gives as 
great a Looſe to Sin and Prophaneneſs as your 
Doctrine can; and yet it is no Fault of the 
Doctrine itſelf. The Purport and Deſign of 
your Hypotheſis 1 take to be this: vis. To 
convince Mankind of the extenſive Goodneſs, 
Juſtice and Mercy of God, which you demon- 
ſtrate in proving, that God expelled Lucifer and 
his Angels from his Preſence for Rebellion, and 
that ſince he has afforded them Means df Sal- 
vation dur ing this Period of i ez by. 
which you farther plainly ſhew, that all Men 
who attain thoſe Per fections required in the Go- 
ſpel are immediately after their Separation from 
their Bodies admitted into ſome celeſtial Orb, 
into the Company of thoſe for whom they are 
prepared. From whence ariſes this great En- 
couragement to Virtue and Holineſs : biz. that 
__ the Reward of it will be immediate, and not 


. — 
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future, as is generally. ſuppoſed. On the other 
hand, your Hypotheſis gives great Diſcourage- 
ment to Sin: It ſhews the Sinner how he came 
to be ſuch, makes him acquainted with the very 
Cauſe of it; points out to him his Crime, and 
ays before him the Method he ſhould- freely 
take to gain thoſe Per fections he hath loſt, and 
ſhews him, that ſo long as he neglects this, he 
will remain in this Globe, and be puniſhed, and 
afterwards be baniſhed during the Period of im- 
material Puniſhment. And Iwill add, that gene- 
rous Minds hate Compulſion, and that thoſe of 
ſuch a Diſpoſition may be won to the Side of 
Reconciliation by your Hypotheſis ſooner than 
by ours of Dread, Fear and Puniſhment. One 
ſo made mult indeed be a Son of God: But yet 
methinks you might have ſpared. the many Re- 
flections you have, in your Oration and Notes, 
caſt on the Clergy, as well becauſe you are de- 
ſcended from them, as becauſe they ate a po- - 
erful Body. 5 iin od ee 
J. Doctor, be pleaſed to point out two ot 
three of thoſe Reflections. 
Dr. Iwill: Vou, Orat. p. 30,31. ſpeaking of 
the Materiality of the Fire ot Hell, ſay, That 
Divines have invented theſe dreadful ſcare- 
crow Docttr ines with no other Deſign than 
to ſhew their Skill in impoſing on Mankind, 
and to frighten them into that Obedience to 
_ © the Divine Laws, which ought to be the free 
Choice of every Man: And, p. 32. you ask, 
Whether theſe ſcarecrow Doctrines have had 
good Influence over the Minds of the Clergy 
an . et, themſelves. 


(=) 
rheinſelves. ' Again, p. 33. Perhaps, you ſay, 
«<-jri has been of great Service to the Clergy of 
© all Ages and of all Nations, it has made them 
conſeientious Diſchargers of the Truſt repo- 
ſod in them. I wiſh it was true, Cc. See. 
Oration, p. 33. 1.17 +4 
I. The Freedom wherewith I have cenſured 
Prieſtcraft, is too plain in my Oration and Notes 
to be concealed,-nor would. I attempt to make 
any Apology for it; | becauſe it is certain, that 
the Prieſts of all Ages and Nations have by Art 


eſtabliſhed Doctrines of their own Invention. 


If then (as is demonſtrable, and is what you in 
Part have allowed) Divines have from falſe 
Gloſſes on ſacred Writ broached certain Doc- 
rrines of the Materiality and Inficity of Hell- 
Torments, and alſo that the Damned. ſhall for 
infinite Ages be "doomed to wallow in a Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtone in God's Comprehenſion 
fort a ſhort Scene of wicked Action. What can 
theſe be called but their /carecrow Doctrines: 
Doctrines uchich repreſent God quite different 
to his Nature and Eſſence, and 8 
impoſe. upon Men. And as for the Influence 
theſe Doctrines have had on the Clergy, I ven- 
ture to affirm, that if we look abroad into Po- 
piſh Countries, and conſider how the Clergy ab- 
ule the Laity; [eſpecially in Spain and Portugal, 
where the Inquiſition flourithes] what abſurd 
and ridiculous Doctrines they impoſe upon them, 
and look into their Morals, and as an Appen- 
dage hereto, remember our late High Commiſſion © 
Court, and Star- Chamber, together with the 
teck. Manner 
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Manner of Eccleſiaſtical Proceſſes, and take 2 
View of the Doctrines of that Age, myAilertion) 
P. 33. will ſtand good. 

Dr. Prieſts.have had their Failings, but chey 
ſhould rather be concealed than expoſed, for the 
Sake of Religion. But, Sir, in the next Edi- 
tion of your Oration, I defire you would ſtrike 
out the two following Paragraphs, p. 33, 34. 41 

J. I ſuppoſe your next Requeſt would be, 
that I ſhould leave out the Paragraph relating 
to Moſes and Aaron, with the Notes, p. 35-41. 
Dr. Town it, becauſe you there attempt to 
ſhew, that Mo oſes was a Murderer, and one who 
impoſed upon the People under a Pretence of 
Divine Inſpiration. 

I. Doctor, Have you read my Note on Moſes? 

Dr. I run it over lightly, but I had not oO 
Patience to bear it. 

I. Shall 1 N it, and will you rewark « on it 
0 15 8 THis 

„Do. 5 | ? 
* We FRY our Account, Ve, see Ora- 
tion, W p- 36-42. 3 
Dr. I allow that Moſes might 'murder che 
Egyptian, and was obſiged to Ay: for it, but 
then he was not divinely inſpi re. 

I. Then you cannot juſtify that AQ. SOT 
Dr. By no Means, though I.cannot. think it 
prudent 1 expoſe ſo great a Man. But then 
you are to obſerve, that God permits Evil that 

out of it he may bring forth Good z and this is an 
Inſtance of it. God permits Moſes; to kill the 
Egyptian, this . him to fly to Jethro; 
e | where 
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where he takes the Care of his Flock, an then 
God fends an Angel, or appeared bimfelf, t to 
Moſes, and fo the Tewiſb Religion began; for 
we Tuppoſe” Me at this Tine irt t be di- 
vinely inſpired. 1 
L 80 that from this Time whatever Atfiohs 
Moſes did, wete of divine Tnſpiration, and im- 
medincely from God. ; x. 
D/. It'is-the! wohetal OPS 1 
. Bat who! infpired' Moſes at dl rute he 
thro. It. was he that inchanted the Buſh, I 
ſpake out of it; which appears ftom this Ori of 
by che perſon in the Buſh, when Moſes 
proached too near it: Pra nor nigb hither - 
| Pur pat of toy by Shoes from off thy Feet,” for + Place 


Thou Pandeft is bely Grownd. © Moſes thus 
a 1 not approach nigher co the 


Buſh, being prohibited U the Thorns, Briars, 
and Thiſtles; trembling end All that Terbro 
commanded. And his is ſtill farther 995 4 : 
from the two different Accounts we have gf t 
AﬀRSr in three Verſes: The firſt ſays, it Th 


Angel chat eared, and again, thi cx was 
bünſelf, ff 1 and age n, Wolfs L 


Dr. Veu ſubprize me: However 1 mall here: 
after conſider - the Maſaic Tnfticetibn, and y 
may ſee a Vindication of it; " hiretore, 1 hal 
 fay north ing more now. be "a 
uy. 


I. ' Undoubtedly,” I ſhall hear -of mort 
befides thoſe who! ate circuineiſed. Bur yo > 
low-Moſes ro be a Murderer, and chat he fled lgto, 
Midian to Jethro.” e! eee, 
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D But: do, you not think that Maſes, about 
this Time, | Hen thought of returning to his 
REL... 3. ow. 65. | 125 85 
I. I do: And am of Opinion, that 2 27 
and Met, hearing that Pharaoh was dead, and 
that an Act of Grace was publiſhed by his Suc- 
ceſſor 7 forgiving Offences committed 
in the laſt Reign, they, as agreeable to ſo. lau- 
dable a Deſign, as that of redeeming their Bre- 
8 Egyptian Slavery, thought that this 
Miracle of the Buſh would have a great Influ- 
ence.over the Hebrews in order thereto. 
Dr. Tou ſeem to commend this Project. 
I. I fay,. that it was an Ambition that ought 
5 be commended, and his ſeparating them here- 
by from the Nations, and making them a People 
- ſhews, that he not only had the Good of his 
Countrymen at Heart, but the Honour of him- 

ſelf alſo. By this means Meſes became a King 

and a Prieſt, and he afterwards grew greater 
and more powerful than his Father Jethro, his 
Inſtructor. This ſame Deſign and Ambition in 
32 Jed him to promiſe his Brethren a Reward, 
if they would adhere to his Scheme. 
// OV NO 
I. It is this: And I will give this People Fa- 
vaur in the Sight of the Egyptians : and it ſhall 
come to paſs, that when ye go, ye ſhall no go empty: 
But every Woman ſhall borrow of her Neighbour, 
and of ben that ſojourneth in her Houſe, Jewels of 
Siluer and Fewels of Gold, and Raiment: and 
de ſhall put them upon your Sons, and upon your 
| Daughter, and ye fall nil the pin. So 

that 


a 
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that they were to get the Good. will of the E- 
gyptians, and then cheat tbemn. 
Dr. You have an odd Way, of reprefenting 
Scripture, | | Wy — 1 hat th 47% * \ Tos 
; Why, Doctor, was it not a Reward of- 
YT , / ᷣ hd ee 
Dr. Yes. But then you muſt obferye, that; 
at this Time, the Hebrews were Slaves to the 
Egyptians, and this has been thought by Learned 

en to be appointed by God, as a Reward of 

I. This was the Argument made uſe of by 
Myſes to engage the honeſt Women to commit 
the Cheat. The Intention of Moſes: was this: 
That his Brethren ſhould not go naked out of 
the Land; for if they did, how was it poffible 
the Publick Taxes ſhould be paid, or the Arm) 
maintained; that was to kill, beat arid drive 
from the Places of cheir Nativity, the Canaa- 
nites, Hittites, Perizztes, Amorites, Hivites and 
Febufites. Beſides, if the Hebrrws had gone 
out of Egypt without committing a Crime, and 
being obliged to fly for it, they would not have 
bore any Similitude to their Captain, Who was 
forced to fly for Murder. Moreover, I believe, 
that if Moſes had not, through this Repreſen- 
tation, perſuaded the People to fteal rheſeGoods, 
the Hees would not, at this Time, have de- 
parted out of Egypt, but having done this, both 
Men and Women were forced to fly; and He 
at their Head. This Stratagem of his, together 
with the Slaughter of the Firſt-born of Egypt, 
brought the Children of Irael out of the _ 


— 
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of Egypt, and out of the Houſe of Bondage. 

It was for theſe Offences Pharaob purſued the 
Hebrews; for knowing their Guilt they fled. 
Moes, wiſer than the young King, leads him 
a Dance towards an Arm of the Red Sea, where 


taking theAdvantage of the Reflux of the Waters, 


attended with a ſtrong eaſterly Wind, at ſtated 
Times, which made a Path through this Part of 
the Sea, marches his Army through, Pharaob 
with his Hoſt miſtaking the Time of the Flux 


of the Waters, and the Ceaſing of the Wind, 
marching in after them was drowned. Now, 


1 apprehend, that the Hebrews were obliged to 


march through the Sea to fave their Lives, for 


if they had not took this Opportunity, they 
would have periſhed by the Sword of Pharaoh. 


Dr. They were neceſſitated to it, and that 


| from. the Hiſtory itſelf. You make 


o/es out a ſtrange Man, but yet you ſeem to 


* 


believe every Thing concerning him, though 


in a different Light from the Reſt of theWorld. 


I wiſh you had kept your Opinions of him to 
yourſelf, and your Skits upon Aaron too. 
I. Aaron forſooth! What becauſe he was a 
r r 


Dr. Not only ſo, but it has given too much 


' Occaſion for on. ph As ſpeaking of the 


Calf, you ſay, © I am glad it was not a Lamb, 


the Gold that remained went to the Artiſt, 
ang Aaron and the People danced round it,” 


I. Theyare Facts. Can you deny that? 


C 2 Dr. They 


8. 


628) 
Dr. They are ſo. But then Truth id not to 
be ſpoke at all Times. gane been | 
I. But why ſhould thoſe Things, which can- 
not have God for their Author be repreſented 

to Us as his Acts? Indeed Aaron had made 
with the People's Gold a Calf, Exod. xxxii. 4. 
by which Means thoſe Ornaments of Gold and 
Silver, which they had taken from the Egyp- 

_ f1ans,+and all the Gold they had, ver. 24. was 
now made into a God; and the People, by this 
Craft of Aaron, was become pennyleſs, i. e. na- 
' Ked and a Shame to the Nations, ver. 25. As 
Moſes looked upon this to be a very great Crime 
"both in Aaron, and in the People, he feigns, 
ver. 11. that he beſought the Lord his God, 
not to be angry with the People: And, ver. 14. 
he ſays, that the Lord repented him of the 
_ Evil be thought to do unto his People. Vet, 
ver. 27. he repreſents God as acting contrary 
thereto: Thus ſaith the Lord God of Israel, [to 
the Levites] Put every man his Sword by his fide, 
and go in and out, and ſlay every man his brother, 
and every man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour, The palpable Contradiction of theſe 
two different Accounts, as well as the Cruelty of 
the latter, is an evident Sign that no one could, 
have been the Author of it, beſides he who 
had embrued his Hand in Human Blood, Exo- 
CCC 
Dr. Conſequent of all this, I perceive, you 

account the Miracles wrought by Maſes, as no- 


* 


thing. 


* 
. 
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I. I lock upon them to be ſomething, and 
believe that he performed the many Exploits, 
or Wonders, recorded of him: But then I do 
not look on them to be ſupernatural Acts, done 
by the immediate 1 of the Divine 
Being, but the Effect of the Knowledge Moſes 
bad gained among the Magi of Egypt. For 
Moſes was learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyp- 
tians, and was mighty in Words and Deeds. Aff 
ter which it came into his Heart to vi it his * 
thren the Children of Iſrael. 

Dr. And will you affirm, that the Plagues of 
Egypt are not Miracles wrought by the imme- 
diate Interpoſition of God? 4 | 

J. I fay they were wrought by Moſess Know- 
5 e in the Magick Art. In which Science, he 

his Brother Aaron exceeded all the Men of 
His Time, and all thoſe that went before them. 

Dr. But why did they exceed the Magicians 
in working Wonders? It was becauſe they were 
aſſiſted by God, 

J. If fo, their Magick exceeded the Magick 
of the Egyptian Artifts. But I ask, Do we not 
daily find, that one Man exceeds the other in 
almoſt all Arts and Sciences? And yet it is not 
pretended, that ſuch have been taught or aſſiſt- 
ed ſupernaturally, but that they have more in- 
duſtriouſly applied themſelves to reach the Per- 
fection of their ſeveral Arts. So Moſes, aſſiſted 
by Jethro, who being a Prieſt underſtood Ma- 
gick, arrived to the greateſt Perfection in all 
the Wiſdom, (i. e. in all the Magick) of the 
Egyptians. Meſes, being the — 3 Proficient 


in 
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in Magick of his Age, teaches Aaron the Art, 
that ſo between them both, they might work 
Wonders, and bring out from Slavery their op- 
preſſed Brethren. And this appears by reading 
the Facts. The firſt Miracle wrought by Moſes 
and Aaron is this: Moſes, having told Pharaoh 


that God had ordered him to let his Brethren 


depart out of Egypt, Aaron throws down a Rod, 
(4. e. the divining Rod uſed: by Magicians) a 
it-became a Serpent. The King's Magi throw 
down their Rods, and they became Serpents, but 
Aaron's Rod ſwallowed up their Rods. Now, 
Doctor, what is to be ee by his Rod 
ſwallowing up their Rods? | | 
Dr. What do you chink is to be underſtood 
the eby 
Only chis: That ad Rod, now a ma- 
gical n remained a ſeeming Serpent lon- 
ger than the. other. Rods did remain ſeeming 
Serpents. Or, when the Inchantments of the 
Egyptian Rods were ended, Aarons Inchant- 
ment continued. So that his Rod was the laſt 
ſeeming Serpent of all the Rods thrown down 
before Phargob. And this is all chat is meant 
by the Expteſſion. 
Dr. 80 you make out; that Aaron ny Moſes 
were more 7 Kcilful than the Magi. But, I be- 
Jlieve, you will be hard put to it to prove, chat 
the Former were not divinely afhſted. 155 
J. You may think ſo: 25 is. it. not poſſible, 


that Moſes and Aaron's Skill in Magick might 


exceed the Egyptians Skill, in rent of 3 
"OW ahd Art. | 
Dr. 'Yes, 


uy 


i Die es, that may be. 75 * Fig * 
I. It is all I at preſent contend for. This 
Wonder of the Rod not having the deſired Ef- 
fect, hey next, by their Art, turn Water into 
ſeeming Blood, and ſo did che Egyptian Magi, 
and ſo of the Frog-Miracle. In all which Mofes 
and Aaron, in their Skill, exceeded them; inſo- 
much chat the Egyptian Magi laid aſide their In- 
chantments, and owned their Super iority in the 
Art and Science of Magick. And, now 1 ask, 
whether Pbaraob from theſe magical Perfor- 
mances, or Miracles, as you call them, was 27 7 
duced to let the Hebrews go? WO e 
Dr. Nothing is more plain, I chink. 0 
I. I fay they were not the Reaſon he chruſt | 
them out of his Kingdom. It was not a magi- 
cal Performance that was the Cauſe thereof, 
but a bloody and political Act. It is this: Ex. 
Xt. I. 2, 3. _ the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, yet will 


T veces e ague more upon Egypt, afterwards 
He will let why. ee; we hen he ſhall let you go, 
Be Mall Neue tbr you out hence altogether. 
"Speak nom in the Ears of the People, and let every 
Man borrow'of his Neighbour, and every Woman 


ef ber Neighbour, Fewels of Silver and Fewels of 
Gold. Which, accompanied with this Barbari- 
'ry, the killing of che Virſt-born of Egypt, gave 
Occaſion to their final and total: Departure. 
Thus the ysby: Murder and uy pow N 
Freedom. _ . 
De. Not ſo Faſt; Draco God flew choFind- 
born in Ae, and nüt _ Nw: as you 
101 1 77 3 vainly 
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vainly imagine; for they were found dead in 
cheir Beds in the Morning 

I. I ſay God had no Hand in it: It was a 

litical Contrivance of Mees and Aaron's, that 

dy. killing che diele aten die in Sleep, 
they might repreſent it as done by God, then 
borrowing or ſtealing the Goods of the Egyp- 
tiant, while in this Fright at Midnight, they 
fled like Murderers and Thieves. 80 far were 
the Firſt- born from, being found dead in their 

Beds in the Morning, that Pharaab perceived 

the Maſſacre at Midnight, and in order to ſave 

his own Life, and the Lives of all his Subjects, 
in his great Surprize, orders all the Hebreus to 
depart; immediately. Now, that the 'Hebrews 
were the Murderers of theſe Innocents, |. I offer 
this one Conſideration: They knew when this 

Maſſacre was to be: And Moſes ſa id, Thus. ſaith 

the Lord, About Midnight will I go out into the 

Midi of Egypt, and all the. Fir/t-born-.in the 

Land of Egypt hall die. And i be Lord ſinote 

_ all the Firſt-born.. Now the Word Smote ſhews 
they were killed by ſome Weapon of Deſtruc- 
tion, and therefore were murdered hy the Hebreus. 

The only Difference between Von and 1 is 

this: You ſay God flew the Egyptian Firſt born, 
I ſay the Hebrews ſle them, and chat it ſnould 
read thus: And Moles. ſaid, About Mignight 
will Igo out into the Midſ a ERpr, and 4 the 

Fir/i-born in Egypt ſhall die. And ie People 

note all the. Firft-born. The Diſturbance and 

Confuſion occaſioned by this Maſſacre happened 

at Midnight. Now, if God was the Ou pr 
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this Maſſacre; and he himſelf flew theſe Egyp- 
tian Firſt-born, it would not have been diſco- 
veted till Morning, when they all would have 
been found dead in their Beds. Again, it is 
plain, that the Hebreus were the Slayers of 
theſe Firſt-botn, becauſe that Night they were 
up kneading Dough, as a Cover to their Crime, 
about the Time of this bloody Action. Tis 
true, that this Action is a Fact: And therefore, 
if you ſay, that Moſes ordered his Brethren to 
defraud the Egyptians, and to kill their Firſt- 
born, and commiſſioned the Levites to aſſaſſinate 
the Laity, I ſay ſo too. If you ſay, that Moſes 
performed many great and ſurprizing Actions, 
and inſtituted a new Religion: All this I ſay. 
What I contend for is: That God was not the 
Author of theſe Murders and Magicks; which 
Moſes has attributed to him. And now, let me 
put this Queſtion, Do you think in your Con- 
ſcience, that God was the Author of this Maſ- 
ſacre, remembring that God delighteth not in 

Dr. It has been my Opinion that it was. 

I. I ſuppoſe you mean, that becauſe it is the 
general Opinion, you have took it upon Truſt, 
without Examination. 1 | 
Dr. I will hereafter conſider this Matter de- 
liberately. But, methinks, you very boldly 
ask, What heavy Burdens, what ſtrange Rites; 
* what wonderful Stories did Moſes impoſe up- 
* on his Brethren under the Sanction of, Thus 
% faith the Lord? Orat. p. 36. Thus making, 
a it were, a Jeſt of ſacred Things. | 
35 E J. What 


C34) 

I. What J have ſaid is Fact; becauſe it is e vi- 
dent, that the Jewiſſh Religion was a grievous 
Yoke. And as to his introducing it, with, 
Thus faith the Lord; he had certainly as much 
and more Right to make uſe of this Method, 
than the Heather Prieſts 'or Prophets had, who 
continually impoſed Laws and Religion upon 
the People by the feigned Direction of their 
Gods and Oracles, - with, Thus ſaith Baal. peor, 
Thus ſaith the Oracle, &c. If Gods, Oracles, 
Demons, had not been invented, there would 
never have been any Occaſion, or Uſe, for 
Prieſts; for the Office of a Prieſt was always 
to deliver to the People the Mind of the God he 
miniſtred about: So that as the Gods could not 
ſpeak, yet the Prieſts could. Met, not willing 
that his Brethren ſhould be Worſhippers of 
Stocks and Stones, endeavours by the ſame Me- 
thod to eſtabliſh a Worſhip and Prieſthood for 
the true God: And therefore, as the Heathen 
Prieſts feigned themſelves to be ſent by their 
reſpective Deities, ſo did Mo/es feign, that he was 
ſent by the Creator of all Things. This Thought 
was very commendable in Mees. From the Ex- 
ample of this great Man, his Prophets always 
delivered their Inſtructions to the People after 
the ſame Manner. Thus ſaith the Lord God of 
Tjrael, ſays Samuel, 1 Sam. x. 18. And this they 
frequently ſaid upon all Occaſions: IJſaiab in- 
deed alters the Form of Expreſſion ſomething, 
he ſays, The Lord ſaid unto me, when he got the 
Propheteſs with Child in the Preſence of the 
two Prieſts, Uriab and Zechariah, and after the 

Act, 
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Act, Then ſuid the Lord to me, Ch. viii, 1, 2, 3. 
Teremiah ſays, The Word of the Lord which came 
to Feremiab the Prophet: And Ezekiel, The Mord 
of the Lord which came expreſly ta Ezekiel the 
Prophet. Hoſea expreſſes it thus: The Beginning 
of the Word of the Lord to Hoſea: And, The 
Lord ſaid to Hoſea ; when Hoſea gets three Chil- 
dren of the Whore Gomer, Chap. i. 2, Sc. Ch. 
iii. 1. Then ſaid the Lord to me, when he coha- 
bits with an Adultereſs. Joel and all the Minor 
Propbets follow the ſame Method of Expreſſion. 
So under the Goſpel, the Chriſt ian Prieſts call 
themſelves, The Diſpenſers of the Word of God; 
Stewards of his Myſteries, and God's Ambaſſadors 
or Meſſengers to the People to declare his Will to 
them. Mohammed, as we learn from his Koran, 
made uſe of the ſame Artifice, he introduces his 
Doctrine with, In the Name of God, of the moſt 
High God, &c. And I remember a good Old 
Cuſtom, omong our Clergy, of beginning their 
Sermons with this Expreſſion, The Word of Gol, 
and afterwards read the Words of Moſes, Job, 
David, &c. Which pious Uſage was intended 
undoubtedly to inſinuate to the People, that 
their Sermons were the Words of God. And 


the preſent Diſuſe of this laudable Cuſtom muſt 


be eſteemed a Defect in our Prieſt hood. But 
yet among Biſhops and ſome grave Prieſts there 
is a Cuſtom now prevailing of repeating, after 
the Sermon, theſe Words: Bleſſed and happy are 
all they, who hear the Word of God, 1. e. the Ser- 
mon, the Words of the Prieſt. Of the ſame 
Sort is the Clergy's Calling the Places they ſpeak 

E 2 in, 


4 al 
in, Houſes of God, God's Altar, and the Bible, 
The Book of God, &c. So that you ſee, Moſes's Cu- 
ſtom of, Thus ſaith the Lord, remains to this Day. 
Dr. Hold your Nonſenſe. We proceed to 
the Miracle God wrought on Mount Sinai to 
eſtabliſh the La. 8 $I 
J. Let us confider the whole Story. 


Dr. It will ſtand the Teſt of the niceſt Cri- 
ticiſm. | 


J. Exod. xviii. 1, &c. When Fethro heard of | 


the great Succeſs Moſes had in delivering his 
Brethren from Egyptian Power, takes with him 
Zipporah and her two Sons, whom Moſes had 
ſent back to him to keep, and they came to Si- 
nai, ver. 5. where he meets Moſes, ver. 6, who 
receives him kindly, and tells him how every 
Thing came to paſs, ver. 7, 8. and Jethro re- 
Joyces at this great Succeſs, and teaches Moſes 
and Aaron to burn Beaſts for God, v. 10. At this 
Time Maſes judged the People himſelf, ver. 13. 
Jethro obſerving this, v. 14,---16: tells him, 
The Thing that thou doeſt is not good, ver. 17. it 
will kill thee, v. 18. I will inttrock thee what 
thee ſhall do: Be thou for the People God-ward, 
that thou mayeſt bring the Cauſes unte God: And 
thou ſhalt teach them Laws and Ordinances, and 

. thou ſhalt ſhew them the Way wherein they muſt 
walk, and the Work that they muſt do, ver. 19, 20. 
and Moſes did all that he ſaid, v. 24, &c. Moſes 
and his Brechren were now encamped near 

Mount Sinai, Exod. xix. 2. As conſequent of the 
Inſtructions he received from Jethro, he, ver. 3. 
was for the People Godward, and aſcends the 
Mount unto Gd. Dr. 
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Dr. Though Fethro did adviſe Moſes to teach 


the Iſraelites Laws and Ordinances, and to ap- 14 
point Judges under him; yet it no where ap- 


pears, as you inſinuate, that he inſtructed him 4 
in the Manner in which he ſhould eſtabliſh them. i] 
I. Suppoſe it does not appear. Can you ſay, | 
5 that Jethro did not underſtand this Art? 1 
Dr. No. It is certain, that as Jethro was a | 
great Prince he had eſtabliſhed Laws or Ordi- 
nances, and appointed Judges among his own | 
People. Of. 45 | | | 
1. Did Moſes know that his Father had done | 
this ? 
Dr. Certainly, for he lived many Years in his | 
Family. F | 
I. Was Moſes a Man of Thought and Policy? 
* 8 
I. Then would not He when Jethro told him 
this, inquire of him the beſt and likelieſt Way 
to eſtabliſhed theſe Rules, Sc. Would not you 
have acted thus? | 
Dr. I confeſs I ſhould : But then I may chuſe 
whether I will believe that Moſes did ſo, becauſe 
it does not appear from the Text. 
I. The Record ſays: So Moſes hearkened to 
1 the Voice of Jethro, and did ALL that he had 
aid. Think ye, Dr. that no more Words paſ- 
ſed between them, on this great Occaſion, than 
what is recited, ver. 17--23 ? 
Dr. I allow there did. Ih 
J. Moſes is ſaid to hearken to Jethro, which 
none ſhews, that he received Inſtructions from 
im, how to act, and in what Manner to eſta- 
blith his Laws and Ordinances, Ve. 
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Dr. Suppoſe he did, it does not follow, that 
God did not aſſiſt Mo/es in eſtabliſhing Laws and 


Ocdinances, or in working in his Behalf, the 


Miracle on Mount Sinai. ee 
I. Let me goon: Moſes aſcends by himſelf the 
Mount, and there alone he feigns, and after- 
wards ſays, The Lord called unto him out of the 
Mountain, and ſaid, thus ſhalt thou ſay to the 
Houſe of Jacob, and tell the Children of Iſrael, 
ver. 3--6. So that the Perſon here called Lord 
was in the Mount, and ſpake to Moſes from 
thence. This Lord might be Jethro or Aaron. 
Here they contrive the Wonder, and having 
eſtabliſned the Method of it, Moſes came and 
called for the Elders of the People, and told 
them all the Words which the Lord [Jethro] 
commanded him, ver. 8. then he aſcends the 
Mount again, and having a freſh Meſſage to the 
People ready, immediately deſcends, and tells 
the People a Story, ver. 8, 9. The People were 
coming up the Mount after Moſes, therefore, 
ver. 10, &c. he makes them do Penance, and 
orders them under Pain of Death, not to touch 
or come near the Mount. The Captains of Fit- 
ties and Hundreds received theſe Orders, and un- 
doubtedly ſeveral were ſtoned or ſhot to Death, 
vpon this Law. The Day of Miracle being 
come, the Morning begun with Thundrings and 
Lightnings, and a thick Cloud on the Top of 
the Mount, with a Trumpet ſounding exceed- 
ing loud. Pray, was this Trumpet carried up the 
Mount by Ages, or was this a Celeſtial Trumpet? 
Dr. I will not determine. | 


wk J. But 


CW 2 
J. But I will: It was Moſes's Trumpet, which 
U ſounded at the Top of a Hill had ſuch an 
Influence, - conjoined with Magick Thundrings 
and Lightnings, that all the People that was in 
the Camp trembled. 


Dr. IT am ſurprized you ſhould attribute cheſs 


Wonders to the Black Art. 
J. Doctor, Pray, is it not in the Power, of 


ns to raiſe Articiftal Storms and Tem- 
peſts, Thundrings and Lightnings, = 7.7" 
Dr. Yes. 


J. Did Moſes underſtand Magick. 

Dr. He did. | 

J. And I ſay, Moſes is to be commended in 
making ſo good an Uſe of his Skill this Way, 
fince hereby he perſuaded an obſtinare People 
to receive Laws and Ordinances more agreeable 
to the Nature of the Divine Being, than any of 
thoſe of the Nations. And whatever you may 
think, Doctor, I judge, that this Way of Action 


was conſonant to che Laws of Philoſophy, Pru- 
dence and Policy. 


Dr. It might be. But yet 3 it Irn 
poſition upon the Few:/b 1 
IJ. No: Becauſe Mate 


Laws and Ordinance. bebe cial to his Brethren. 
Now, if he had, by this Art, eſtabliſhed Laws 
and Ordinances deſtructive of Society, and con- 


ſequently injurious to his Brethren, he would 
have been an Impoſtor. 


Dr. But then how do you acquit him of Im- 
poſition. 


1, Why chus: Moſes herein ated politically. 
Dr. The 


is * eſtabliſhed 
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es to eſtabliſh his Reli 


REA: 5 ion. You 5 
i, id it by his Skill in Magie But, 1 
$ rye, you affirm, that Mo waskalone on the 
war, and then that Fetbro or 4 there 
I What do you mean by. this Contradiction? 0 
* 1 mean only, that ft 
pe 0. or Aaron, not accompanied wi Num- a 
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